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T0E GREAT HOLIDAY.

gow It Is Observed in the Southern
States,

crsToMS CF MERRIE ENGLAND.

rTransplanted to This Conniry and

sonth of the New Amerliean World,

perpetnated by Virginians In the |

The Creoales.

(Written for the Dispatch)
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i !;:I book. The house, | of Virginia the Christmas dinners of
of gutsts, young and the years prior to the civil war were
¢ in abundance, and [ ma 18 oceaslons by the rich for repnsis

which partook of the slaborateness and
luxury of banguets. This was duc part-
Iy to the fact that Norfolk, owing to
Its propinquity to Fortresa Monroe and
the United States navy-yard, pussessed
social features which gave to Its soclety
j romething of A& military and paval tinge.
1t was not an uncommon thing for from
seventy-five to an hundred guests to st
down at a Christmas dinner-table, &t
tha head of which sat the hostess and at

ends of the Lamily,
present at the housa
During the bolldays,™
wiites o, 1} “thers wWora 7re-
freshments, in the old Virginia style, --t1
more sorts than one, The oysiers werd

hewrth, under Lthe oyes of the gueats,
Great bunches of nolly and magoolla, ot
pine and mistietoe, were suspeniled rrom

the eelling of hall and dining-room.
Sametlmes, not often, there was p Christ- the foot the host. Great preparations
s ) f lon ens for the | wers made days beforchand for these

menus of which were us

On Uhristmas ' dinners, the

THE MADONNA OF THE BALANCEA

iFrom a palnting by Leonardo Da Yinel)
up & sock or stocking on varied as the courses at a dinner at a
& long lne on the holl stuircase. There  first-class hotel; and the cooking of which
were twenty-two of  hem—walte-sllk  was far nuperlor. When the guests
stockings, black-silk slOCKINES, thread, were first conducted to the great dinner-
and cotton and woollen socks and stock- table they found the board loaded with
ings, and at the end of the line, side by all the delleacles upon which they were
side with the oid-fashloned nBomespun and 1o bd regaled. This vision of assembled
homeknit sock of the head of the house, delights was but momentary, however,
the dainty pink sock of the 3-weeks-old and served slmply as an appetizer, for
searcely had they seated themselves, when

hade A BUSY TIME. the six colored male waiters, all traned
As the Christinas drew near hands at the business, and ali attired
the southern goodwife (with daughters, in & black, “Wushington" coat white

Marsellles wvest, and black trousors,
whisksd away the edibles befors thelr
eyos and transported them to slde-tables,
where stood stewards and carvers ready
to serve the dish that a guest might

VIRGINIA COOKING.

Rich oyster soups Invariably led off at
thewe dlnners; there were various kinds
of fsh—white rock fish, sometimes three-
fest long: shad, mullet, ete. As many of
the gueats were naval and military of-
cers, thelr wives, and other members of
thelr families, the dinners, in their pro-
fusion of dishes and the ingenuity and
perfection of their “old-Virginia cocking,”
were deslgned to remind them of the
finest dinners which ever theg had eaten
outre mer—and probably the deslgn was
more than successful. The hostess, from
her post at the head of the table, wntch-
ful of the needs of her guests, with
glances of the eye or with motlons of
the delicate hands, directsd the move-
ments and quickened the intelligences of
the tralned servitors to the necessities
of every guest. There was no walting
or delay at theso dinnerg—certainly not
for the guest—and at the Intervals when
the successive courses were passing the
guests would find the offfclous walter at
his elbow ready to fill his glass with wine
or recelve his order for something maore
solld, Teneriffe, port, and champague
were the favorite wines at a dinner of
the kind of which I write, and for those
who liked something stronger—some of
the old commodores present, perhaps—
there was plenty of (ld London Dock
brandy and West Indles rum. As oppor-
tunity wwoented, stealna from milltary
bands fro Fort Monroe or the navy-
yard addpd zest to these splendid dinnera
| At such Christmas dinners as these in
the South In the oid days, female colored
| gervanta never were callod upon to walt
| at table by thelr masters or mistresses,
To do so would have been infra dig; the
sfunetlon” was quite too important for
such a relaxing of discipline, 1 questloned
an old ex-Norfolk family servant, who
oftenn In the fifties had served as head
steward ut such dinners on the subject
femnle walters,

the oldl man,
“ley wasn't no

what reproachiully;
dinin’-room; dat

| for wimmen in da
was agin de law."”
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The Christmas days In the South when
slnvery was still an “institution” In that
section, brought unalloyed enjoyment to
the plantation slaves, young and old.

For them the foreshadowing of the
| Christmas holldnys’ pleasures lay In the
| slaughtering of oxen, sheep, and hogs,

which Mlways took place a few days be-

fore Christmas. They would do the kill-
ing before  great, blazing fires, which
| made them forget that the ground was
| frozen, perhaps, and that the cold was
biting. During  those occasions  they

the coveted supper
of beef and pork.

| never lacked either
and Nweral supplles

1 which wera given to them to take to
their cabins
| In Mrs. Smedes's “Memogials of a

| 8outhern Planter,” from which 1 already
have quoted, i1t 1= sald: “Musie and eards
and games of nll sorts filled up a large
» of the days and half the nights.
lantation was as gay ax the house.

The negroes in their hollday clothes, were
| enjoying thems=elves In thelr own houses,
anid in the great house, too, A visit of

of the nelghboring towns
was consld 1 by them necessary to the
| complete enjoyment of the holidays. They
had thelr muslec gnd dancing, too. The
md of the fiddles and banjos, and the
rhythm of their dancing feet
on the alr, day and night, to the
elgh' house."
southern cities Christmas s

a day fto one

In

customs among the Amer

the ng  elsewher

The firing of guns and pistols,
warge of fireerackers, Roman ean-
dles, 1 skyrockels are among the popu-
lar &ports.

EXHIBITIONS OF REVELRY

the holidays these exhibitions
ry seem to be the mos=t apprecl-
# of Christmas among their
CGienerally, no hind-

| about

| eountry.

fame

thigtlon,

runce |1s eed by munieipal authority
to this wuy of enjoying tmas and
New Year's. In the . citles the
Christmas dinner is &l t urily uE

alwo the attendant features of Santa
Claus and the Christmas tree, the cakes
and wine and eggnog, the Chrigtmas
stocking bulglng out with toya and can-
| dies for the children, tha assembiing of
friends in festive reunlong, and the salu-
tation expressive of good will, of “Merry
Christmas!" to which muny, anxious to
group all the good wishes of the season
in one greeting, add, “And Happy New
Year!” At Christmas, also, the hand of
charity 18 ever wide open.

I must add to this budget of Christinas
observances something of the manner In
which Christmas and New-Year's Day
are celebrated in Loulslana among the
('reole=s of that State, who are the de-
scendants of the Colonlal French and
Spanish populations, Both Christmas-
Day and New-Year's Dayv—the latter of
recent years—are feasta of obligation In
the Catholle Church. Christmas-Eve
among the Creoles ls observed until mid-
night by the reveilion, or vigil, or “kKeep-
Ing wake," which Is made the ocecaslon
of feasting and hilarity. Among the
sugar plantera, it formerly was the cus-
tom for their familles and thelr Christ-
mas-Eve guests to spend some hours of
the nlght at the sugar-houses, where the
bolling of the julce of the cane wag In
progress. There, a palutable beverage,
callsl vin de canne (wine of the cane)
made from the julee of the eane Into a
sort of punch, Is coneocted. At midnight
the feasting and revelry end, the reveil-
ton {s over, and all attend the midnight
mass at the parish church. The midnight
mnss waa also formerly a feature of the
Creole Christmas-Eve In the towns and
cities, but it became common in same
places for nolsy and more or less Intox!-
cated men to enter churches and disturh
worshippers during the services There-
fore. the authorities of the Charch, many
years ago, dlscontinued the midnight
misg in the lurger cities, and the congre-
gatlions now attend the ordinary early
mnes.

IN CREOLE HOMES.

Tha Creoles celebrate Christmas-Day
with a good dinner, of which gombo file,
the national dish of Louisiana, fs the
chef d'oeuvre. This toothsome dish, a
tleh broth, made of beef, ham, oysters,
or shrimps, or crabs, and eaten with rice
cooked quite dry. 18 called file (or stringy),
because It is slightly thickened with a
powder made from dried sassafras leaves.
It Is particularly dellclous as a whale,
and undouhtedly one of the most whole-
some dishes produced by combinations of
different kinds of food. On Christmas-
Day there (s cake and eggnog, The
children play: on Christmas-Eve night
they are toll of “Bon Hgmme Noe!"
(Good- Man Noel), who Is the Creole
ch¥id’'s Sanian Claus. During the night
among some familles a female servant,
enveloped in a sheet, knocks at the doo:
of the room in which the children are In
bed, peeps In, declares herself to be
“Krishtine,” and, exhibiting a switch,
which she carries in her hand, threatons
‘ a whipping to any child who may misbe-
. have on the next (or Christmas) day. But
the children's stockings are fllled.

In the days of slavery the planters of
Loulsinna, ax did the planters throughout
the South, remembered their slaves kindiy
and with liberal hands. New clothes and
bits of finery for the women, chignous for
bead-covering, ete., together with candy
and toys for the children, were genarous|y

bo;towad. Bometimes, m this season,
when peddiers; pl aloag th
Mizslseippl-river roads, the nlnnf

tations that skirted the river on euher
bank, thelr packs of “notions,”

GREAT HOLIDAY SALI
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Thousands of dollars’ worth of Toys, Fancy China, Bric-a-Brac at prices "way
down below regular market value. Every item in our house is yours at prices

really lower than at many other places.

WHATA STOCK OF TOYS!

Everything Santa Claus ever intended for the children. Mechanical and Auto-
matic Toys, Dolls, Carriages, Wagons, Games, Sleighs, Trunks, Lamp-Shades,
Shoo-Flies, Chairs, Wheelbarrows—everything from everywhere. It's interesting

to see how the little folks take the surprise we give
things'll surprise older folks, though. With years and

them. The little prices on
years of experience in sup=-

plying the wants of Richmond’s economical shoppers we are not only assured of
good things now, but so long as such broad business principles last.

|
|
|

! BLAOK AND NAVY SICILIAN (en-

Iz:l.At'K BOUCLE,

BOKS

W L ]

STORY-BOOKS of all kinds, from Se.
up to 81

ROLLING CHIMES, 25 anl 47¢.

BUCK AND SAW, 47 and 93e.

WAGONS, 23, 49, 73, 98¢c., 81.48 and

“p.

IN WAGONS, 81, 8108, 82,47, and

o LUE e I
DRESS GOODS. |
1_

tirely new), 55 incbes wide, at 62}
and 7he., worth $i and 21.25.
HANDSOME BLACK MOHAILR BRO-
CADES from 25e. to 81,50,
very nobby, b0
inches wide, at 69¢., worth 81. ! IR(
BLACK and COLORED BOUCLES, in |
a'l shades, at 49¢., worth Tle,
ALL-WOOL SERGES, 83 inches wide,
st 25¢. ; former price Sie.
BLACK LIZARD WEAVE, handsomest |
goodsimported, at 5., worth $L.75. |
All the latest effects in FANCY WEAVES $1.46, 81.97, up to §7.
in all shades, from 20 to 6Je. | SLEIGHS. 47, 79, 0%c., ts &5,
PLAIN BLACK MOHAIRS from 20e. | hESKS, 05c., 8197, &5, to &
to 81 per yard—all the go. | SHOO-FLIES, 73, 97c., 31.23, 8147, to
NOVELTLES IN PLALIDS from 17e. to &2.50.
§1.25-all new styles. | SWINGING HORSES,
PLANNELLETTES, for wrappers, at| 2415, to &,
100., worth 20e. | BISQUE ORNAMENTS, 15

'RINKLED and CREPON SATINES, | 73, 98¢, §1.24, $1.48, to 35. :
£ lovely dvnig_;u, at 12ic. J SOUVENIR CUPS, 23, 27, 390, and 50c.

LAMPS, with frames and shade paper,
CHAIRS. |

worth $3.50, for &1.{3—for Monday
(il.'lly.
| » ns O7n U =
BOCKING-OHATRS, 9, 98, 46, 70, 800, | BAMES, 35, 010, 85, 6348, 9415,
g1, and up. OV 1 :

M | FANCY BOXES and other CHRIST-
PLUSH ROCKER, Sde. MAS PRESENTS of all deseription.
CHAIRS, 23, 33, 4, 75, 07c., aud up.

HIGH CHAIRS, J7e. | DOLLS
RUBBER TOYS | CHINA DOLLS. 3,7, 9, and 12¢. apiece.
L]

JOINTED DOLLS, 18, 15, 3, dle., to

RUBBER-BALLS, 5, 9, 15, 25, 47, 63e. |
up.

RUBBER FOOT-BALLS, 49, 50, 70,
80, 90¢., and 81,

RUBBER DOLLS, CATS, DOGS,
ELEPHANTS, and other RUBBER
TOYS, too nnmerons to menkon, at
popilar prices.

2.

WHEELBARROWS, 15, 23, 30¢,, to§l.

BUOKBOARDS, SULKIES.

VELOCIPEDES, £1.02, §2.47, $2.97,
und wp.

TRICYCLES, 83.70, 84.08, to 87,

BABY-CARRIAGES, 23, 40, 74, 07c,

22,80, £3.50,

93, 39, 47,

3]

g10,
DRESS-DOLLS, 48, 75, 8%., £1.39, up.
NEGRO DOLLS, 10 to 81
BISOUE DOLLS, 5, 12, 23, 30, 63, T8e.

up.
KID BODY DOLLS at all prices, 2de.

up
ZULU DOLLS, something new.
DOLL-BHEADS, 15, 23, 39, up.

" TRON TOYS.

IRON WAGONS,

TRON SULKIES,

IRON ENGINES.

110N HOOK AND LADDERS.

IRON BUCK-BOARDS,

IRON SLEIGHS, all from 23¢. upto

&2
SOLDIER SUITS, 24, 30, 48, 69, 83%,,

81, up.
FIRLMEN SUITS, 63, 89, 976, “ﬁ‘
TEASETS, WASH-SETS, PEWTER
TLA-SETS, 13, 22, 87, 50, T8¢, $1,
up to 25 a set,

TIN TOYS.

TIN TRAINS, 22, 35, snd 480,

TIN HORSES AND WAGONS, 9, 15,
2o, up.

TIN ENGINES, 23e.

TIN HOKNS from 3 to 25e.

TOOL-CHESTS, 24, 85, 50, T3, 08a,
£1.25, $1.48, up to 84,

DRUMS, 17, 28, 35, 47, 63, 89, and 98e,

GAMES.

GAME PARLOR.CROQUET, 48 and
iBe,

GAME TEN-PINS, 22, 48, 79, and 97¢,

(+AME TRICK-BOXES, Zie,

GAME BROWNIES, Tie

GAME WATERMELON, Tie.

GAME FOOT-BALL, 10¢., and others,
too pumerous to mention, from e,
up to S50,

[ PIANOS, 25, 50, 59, 74, 97c., 82, and up,

MAGIO-LANT KRN, , 48, 79, 98¢,
81, $1.10, up to 37.50.

- WOODEN T0YS.

SHIPS, 24, 50, Tde., 81, and $1.98,
STREET-CARS, 93¢

HOOK AND LADDERS, 280,
| BUREAUS, 9, 23, 40, 48, 79, 99¢., and

| up.
| TABLES, 10, 25, 48, T3e., 81, and up.

ribbons, <t on thelr hacks, or driving l_
their heavily-loaded vans veritabl i 3
houses, In fact—the planters Wou |
out to them from the houses o ma i1 a n a
Then, if they were partd iy £
efiedd with thelr sugar crops for the f
and were in touch with the spirit of
---- would extend the peddier
v for Christmas and buy
leh then would be dix-
the house-servints

coming In for thelr
the southern elavo
of “hanl times” in the
|stmas season of old, 1t 18 different

Claus

g AT ~alpme—

OESTA'S.

w, unfortunately.
DONF AWAY WITH.
men in the city

The Creols
gEo ub eary

formerly wern accustomed o
lawn their  friends'  houses, an 1,
standing In front of their doors on  the
street, would arouss them with (s
ehurges of double barrel shotguns and
the Then
v hotises
utual pledges in wine
is done away with,

young

o

will sell at very Low Prices.
any goods you w
to buy Pure Goods.
want your supplies now, the

thua visited,
But this custom now
and the Creole usually observes C'hrist-
mas In the “American’ fashlon, The in-
fucncs of the latter, especlally in New
Orleans, has overcome tre traditionary
French and Spanish customs of their an-

n

cestlors
There is ons traditional custom which
the Creoles still retain. With them the
really great day of the hollday season Is
New-Year's-Duy—their Jour Jde TAn (the
Day of the Year) It s their day for
making family presents and giving money
tn servants, It ls also among old-fush-
jonesd and congervative Creoles o fami-
iy-day. The head of the family—the
granilfilther and great-grandfather of a
numerous posterity—gathers about him,
in patriarchial fashion, at his dinner-
table, all hls descendants, young and old,
the wives of his sons and the husbands
o his daughters. They eat the famlily
gombo, they drink Bordeaux wines, fina
Prench clarets, ahd s=west cordinls, and
eal the delleate turkey and pates, Sur-
rounded by all of his name and blood
lineags, the old Creols of Loulsiana 18
happy on New-Year's-Day, and makes all
about him happy, telling stories of old
times and singing songa of the past. I
CHARLES PATTON DIMITRY. '
———————
Christmanstide.
(Written for the Dispatch)
Sweetly the chimes from the belfries are
ringing,
Gladly (he song of redemption we're sing-

Ohocolste Cream Drops, 2 1bs for 25e,
Assorted Caramels, 2 lbs for 250
Cream Almonds, 2 e Ib.

French Mixed Candy, 2 Ibs for 15e

pice, 5 lbs for 8L
Do you appreciate Good Fru
must taste it. We give you this
the best, then don’t buy it.

of Faney Unkea

Chiristmas meni.
CAN

eheap, ‘Lheyare al'new. We bought

Ing,
Higher und higher the full notes ascend-

ine.
Chime 'f'rnm the bells with the soft vole's

blending. ponion.
Why so triumphant his song in its ful-

ness—

“i3lory to God in the highest" exalted;

“On earch peace,’” softly the gentle notes
falling:

wood will toward men,”" angel voices
are calling.

Holy, holy, holy,

The Christ has descended—
Heaven has opened to give us a guerdon;

Write for Prices.

ill save money by dealing with us,
We have them—so call.

Hand-Made Cream, mixed ; something

Xmas Supplies!

We have a large stock of strictly first-class goods, which we
As we do not propose to carry over

It pays
If youdo not

leave your orders and we will

deliver them at any time you say. What do you think of these
candy prices, and remember, pure goods?

Onr Tin-Top Mixture, 40c. perlb. Ii
can't be beat.

Ot;r (l)_lrn Make, pisin, mixed, 2 Ibs
or 1nc.

Now Vized Nuts, 15¢., or 2 1bs for 20e.

Christuas-Tree Ornaments—large stook,

cttier than ever. Must be neen to

) apprecisted. Cornncopins, all eizes,

it-Cake when you see it? No! you

privilege. If you don't think it is

All other varietias of Cakes—Almond, Angel, Citron, Pound, Wine, Jelly,
and Sponge Cakes, all sizes. Small Cakes in great variety, We makea

7

ICE-CREAMin all FLAVORS and SHAPES.
The latest designs. Special designs for Christmas dinners. ‘Watch for o

DY BOXES IN GREAT VARIETY.

Weo have two thonsand Small Faney Baskets which you ean have very

them cheap and will give you thes benefit,

FIREWORKS!
FIREWORKS!

FIRE-CRACKERS.—Fourteen Packs for 25c. Others in pro.

H W. MOESTA,

111 East Main Streel.

Pralse, then, forever, be offered unceas-

and “Glory to God In the

ng,
Prajse then,
highest.

firing loving gifts as the wise men of old,

l-'rngn'li: the Incense and shining the

me‘:lj-uc'h ‘the holly green, sweet fir, and
nlue

Mistletoe woven with low cedar vina

Joyously eting the blest Natal morn,

Hollest of days, that our Saviour was
born.

Joyous 11!19 peals from the belfrles are

ng,

Clearly nmi' sweetly the voices are sing-
ng,

Rising and falllng In melody hlended,

F1L.O

Prulse G'- our viour, born, risen,
ascer o,
B ADA BRICH. American Beauty Roses.
Plant Decorations.
An Awful Threat. Palms and Ferns.

Area Glass, 95,000 Square Feet,  Greenbouse, Brook Road.

W. A. HAMMOND,
RESE

{07 Broad Strat,

RICHMOND, VA.

Mrs. Ferry: Dear, that necktle Is get-
ting frightfully seedy. Mr. Forry: I
guess It will do for another week or two,
Mrs. Ferry: George Ferry, If you don't
ecome bome to-night with a new tle on

I shall buy you one myself.




